
Sermon Notes and Home Group Guidance 

Week following 17 April: Matthew 27:62-28:15 

The Truth will Come Out 

Introduction: Early in the morning, Mary Magdalene and ‘the other Mary’ visit Jesus’ 

tomb, where an angel appears, opening the tomb and incapacitating the guards 

through terror. The angel instructs the women to tell the disciples that He has 

risen. As they leave, they encounter the risen Jesus. 

Read Matthew 27:62-28:15, then answer the following questions: 

       To clarify understanding 

a. (27:62-66) “So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone 

and posting the guard.” (v66) The tomb was securely sealed. Why guard a dead 

man with soldiers – what were the chief priests and Pharisees so afraid of? 

b. (28:6) “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”  Read Matthew 16:21; 17:22-

23; 20:17-19; and 12:40. Why do you think the disciples were so unprepared for the 

resurrection? 

c. (28:12) “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him away 

while we were asleep.’ “The elders and chief priests lied because they were afraid. 

Why do you think they chose fear and denial over acceptance of the truth: that 

Christ is risen?  

      To encourage honest response  

a. How has God spoken to you through this text and sermon? What questions does it 

raise in your mind? 

b. (28:6) “He has risen…”  Amidst the tragedy unfolding in Ukraine, our fears of 

military escalation, and the spectre of nuclear war, we have hope because God 

raised Jesus from the dead. We anticipate a new world under the perfect rule of the 

Prince of Peace. In the week ahead, what opportunity might you have to share that 

hope with a non-believing friend, family member, or colleague? 

c. (28:9) “Suddenly Jesus met them.” This is the first of ten post-resurrection 

encounters with Jesus recorded in the New Testament. Why do you think he only 

appeared to believers (consider Luke 16:31)? How would you respond to someone 

asking “if Jesus is real, why won’t he reveal himself to me?”? 

 

d. (28:10) “Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee” (v10) Galilee was where the 

disciples first encountered Jesus. Each of us has a ‘Galilee’ at the start of our 

journey with Jesus. What might it mean for us personally to return to Galilee this 

Easter? 

        Prayer 

a. Thank God for the hope that we have in Jesus and pray that we might realise afresh 

this Easter what His death and resurrection mean for us. 

b. Pray that each of us might find the opportunity to share our hope in Christ with a 

non-believer this week. 
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