
Sermon Notes and Home Group Guidance 

Week following 24 April: Mark 8:27-38 

Following Jesus: The Rocky Road 

Introduction: Jesus puts his disciples on the spot for the first time as he asks them 

who he really is? But have they really grasped what he has come to do and what 

that means for us if we follow him? 

Read Mark 8:27-38 then answer the following questions: 

       To clarify understanding 

a. Why do you think people might have mistaken Jesus for John the Baptist or Elijah in 

verse 28? 

b. Why do you think Jesus referred to himself as the Son of Man (v31) (see Dan 7:13)? 

c. Why do you think Peter was so repulsed by Jesus’s prediction of what would 

happen to him (v 31-32)? 

d. What does Jesus’s rebuke to Peter in v33 show us about his commitment to follow 

the Father’s plan? 

e. Each time Jesus predicts his own death and resurrection, Mark records the 

disciples’ response – or lack of it (see also Mark; 9:32-35; 10:35-45) How do the 

disciples respond in each case? 

      To encourage honest response  

a. Share what you were encouraged and challenged by in the service and message on 

Sunday. 

b. Why do you think it took so long for the disciples to make the vital discovery of who 

Jesus was? 

c. What answer would you have given to Jesus’s question: “Who am I?” 

d. Who do your friends, neighbours and colleagues say Jesus is? How could you help 

them to a fuller understanding? 

e. What does it mean in practice to deny yourself in verse 34? 

f. Are you aware of people who are suffering for their faith today? What can we learn 

from their example? 

      Prayer 

a. Thank God that Jesus was obedient to the plan to give His life as a ransom for many 

(Mark 10:45). 

b. Thank God for 70 children who heard this good news about Jesus in the holiday 

club last week; pray that lasting relationships can be built with them and their 

families. 

c. Pray into the ways that God might be prompting you to deny yourself, pick up your 

cross and follow him this week.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A27-38&version=NIV

